
 

May 25, 2022 

 
Dear Woodland Families, 
Today feels heavy as we try to cope with another senseless tragedy. Another community has been completely 
shattered by gun violence and the loss of innocent lives. I know your hearts are in Uvalde, Texas today, and 
school safety is on all of our minds.  

There are many unanswered questions about what happened in this most recent school shooting, and we will 
be watching closely and reviewing/revising our emergency plans as needed. Woodland has comprehensive 
crisis procedures in place in the event of an emergency, and we maintain consistent communication with the 
Gurnee Police Department and the Lake County Sheriff’s Office as part of our safety plan.  

We consider our students to be our most precious resource, and we are committed to providing a safe learning 
environment for our staff and students. In addition to our crisis plan, we have safety measures in place to 
secure our schools. Our buildings are locked, and any visitors must follow our check-in system which requires 
showing identification. We have safety drills built into the school year, and a relocation plan for moving our 
students to a safe location in the event of an emergency. 

As you struggle with your own emotions as a parent/guardian, we know it can be difficult to address your 
child’s concerns. Here are a few resources that may help you navigate these tough conversations and help 
reassure your child.  

 Talking to Children About Violence (National Association of School Psychologists)  

 Helping Children with Tragic Events in the News (PBS Kids) 

 “Text-A-Tip”: 24/7 anonymous text crisis hotline offering emotional support for young people in our 
community. To connect with a counselor, text “WTHelp” to 844-823-5323.  

One thing that schools can do in this situation is help your child keep a normal routine. That is what we plan to 
do here at Woodland. We will continue to celebrate year-end achievements like promotion, cheer our students 
on during field day, and embrace all the other excitement that comes with the end of the school year and the 
start of summer. For those that need additional support, we stand ready to help our students with any anxiety 
or distress that arises because of this tragedy. If you have specific concerns about your child, please don’t 
hesitate to contact your school principal.  

Your Partner in Education, 

 
 
Dr. Lori Casey, Superintendent 
Woodland District 50 
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https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-safety-and-crisis/school-violence-resources/talking-to-children-about-violence-tips-for-parents-and-teachers
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/helping-children-with-tragic-events-in-the-news
https://www.warrentownship.net/291/Resources

